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Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 

DECLARATION OF STEVEN C. ROBERTSON UNDER RULE 131(b) 
Steven C. Robertson declares: 

1 . I am over the age of 18, and competent to testify in this matter. I am the inventor 
in this case. ■• ^ : 

2. At least as early as March 9. 1999 1 realized while working in Kent, Washington 
USA the details of a system for providing an electronic gift certificate service for users over a 
distributed network. The gift certificate would have a plurality of merchant sites connected to the 
distributed network, each merchant site running at least one application to provide an online 
service to users over the distributed network; a plurality of user computers connected to the 
distributed network, each user computer running at least one application to access the online 
service at a merchant site; a gift certificate authority site connected to the plurality of merchant 
sites, the gift certificate site including a user database and a merchant database, each database 
containing authentication information as to respective users and merchants, the users accessing the 
merchant sites from the user computers over the distributed network; a database which stores gift 
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certificate data and transaction data related to particular gift certificates; and an authentication 
protocol for allowing the gift certificate site to authenticate users and merchants. 

3. In addition at least as early as March 9, 1999 I realized while working in Kent, 
Washington USA the details of a method for a user to purchase a gift certificate from an on-line 
gift certificate service. The method had the steps of: user enters a desired dollar amount to be 
applied to the gift certificate; user enters a user-selected PIN for authentication in a gift certificate 
redemption process; user provides payment information to gift certificate site for purchasing the 
gift certificate; gift certificate site validates user payment information; and user receives an order 
confirmation, including a unique gift certificate identification code. 

4. I conceived of this system and method and reduced much of it to writing in a lab 
notebook that I have kept. As representative of , and evidence of , my conception and reduction 
to practice of the invention I claim, I have attached pages 19-24 and 27 from notebook #1 for this 
project of mine, with pages dated from 3/9/99 to 3/13/99. 

5 . I immediately got in touch with Gale Hurley and explained to her my vision for the 
gift certificate system and method, just as set forth above, and on 3/11/99 began showing her the 
pages of the notebook. I did not have her witness the pages formally until 5/9/99 and 5/1 1/99. 

6 . I continued ironing out bugs and making needed improvements through 6/2/99 when 
I filed my patent application. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements 
were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable 
by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and 
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that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the accompanying application or 
any patent issued thereon. 



DATED l(p f 2O0l 



Steven C. Robertson 
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